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1 Biology EOC Released Test Items—2011  

Introduction 
 
 
End-of-Course (EOC) testing has been recommended by the High School 
Redesign Commission to ensure consistent and rigorous instruction and 
academic expectations throughout Louisiana high schools. The tests measure 
the knowledge and skills a student should master at the completion of a 
course. EOC tests are administered online to most students, and reports are 
delivered online. 

 
Biology Administration 

 

The Biology EOC test is administered to students who have completed the 
following course: 

 

• Biology: course code 150301 
 

EOC Achievement Levels 
 

Student scores for the Biology EOC test are reported at four achievement 
levels: Excellent, Good, Fair, and Needs Improvement. General definitions of the 
EOC achievement levels are shown below. 

 
EOC Achievement-Level Definitions 

 

Excellent: A student at this achievement level has demonstrated mastery of 
course content beyond Good. 

Good: A student at this achievement level has demonstrated mastery of 
course content and is well prepared for the next level of coursework in the 
subject area. 

Fair: A student at this achievement level has demonstrated only the 
fundamental knowledge and skills needed for the next level of coursework in 
the subject area. 

Needs Improvement: A student at this achievement level has not 
demonstrated the fundamental knowledge and skills needed for the next level 
of coursework in the subject area. 
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Purpose of this Document 
 

This document presents actual items and student work from a Biology EOC 
test. The document includes multiple-choice and constructed-response items 
that exemplify what students scoring at specified achievement levels should 
know and be able to do. A discussion of each item highlights the knowledge 
and skills the item is intended to measure. 

 

Note: Teachers are encouraged to use the test items presented in this 
document as part of a practice test or study guide, and doing so is not a 
violation of test security. 

 

As you review the items, it is important to remember that a student’s 
achievement level is based on his or her total test score (cumulative score for 
all questions in the test), not on one particular item or session, and that the 
sample items included in this document represent a portion of the body of 
knowledge and skills measured by the EOC test. 
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Biology 
 
 
The Biology EOC test contains forty-six multiple-choice items and two 
constructed-response items. In addition, some field test items are embedded so 
that new forms can be developed for future use. 

 

Multiple-choice items assess knowledge, conceptual understanding, and 
application of skills. They consist of an interrogatory stem followed by four 
answer options and are scored as correct or incorrect. 

 

Constructed-response items require students to compose an answer, and these 
items generally require higher-order thinking. A typical constructed-response 
item may require students to develop an idea, demonstrate a problem-solving 
strategy, or justify an answer based on reasoning or evidence. The Biology EOC 
constructed-response items are scored on a scale of 0 to 2 points. The general 
constructed-response rubric, shown below, provides descriptors for each score 
point. 

 
Constructed-Response Rubric 

 

Score Point 2: The student’s response provides a complete and 
correct answer. There are no errors. 

Score Point 1: The student’s response is partially correct; the 
response demonstrates limited awareness. There may 
be one or more errors. 

Score Point 0: The student’s response is incorrect, irrelevant, or too 
brief to evaluate. Student fails to respond. 

 
It is possible for a student to earn a total of 50 points on the Biology EOC test. 
The number of raw-score points that a student would have to achieve to reach 
each achievement level varies slightly, given the difficulty of a particular form 
of the test. The table below shows the raw-score ranges for the forms that were 
administered in spring 2011. 

 
 

Spring 2010 Raw-Score Ranges 
 

Achievement Level Form A Form B Form C 
Excellent 40–50 41–50 40–50 
Good 31–39 31–40 30–39 
Fair 21–30 21–30 21–29 
Needs Improvement 0–20 0–20 0–21 
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Testing Materials 
 

Students taking the Biology EOC test have access to scratch paper and pencils 
provided by test administrators and can be used by students during all three 
sessions of the Biology EOC test. 
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Multiple-Choice Items 
 
 
This section presents ten multiple-choice items selected to illustrate the type 
of skills and knowledge students would need to perform at three of the four 
achievement levels used to report EOC results—Excellent, Good, and Fair. 
Examples of Needs Improvement work are not included; by definition, work 
classified as Needs Improvement exhibits a narrower range of knowledge and 
skills than work classified as Fair. Information shown for each item includes 

 

• the strand, 
 

• the GLE each item measures, 
 

• the achievement level, 
 

• the correct answer, and 
 

• commentary on the skills and knowledge measured by the item. 
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Strand: Science as Inquiry 
Biology GLE SI 1: Write a testable question or hypothesis when given a 

topic. (SI-H-A1) 
Achievement Level: Excellent 

 
 
 

A student is asked to conduct an experiment related to animal 
behavior. Which question about animal behavior can be 
scientifically tested by the student? 

 
 

A. What is a cat’s favorite scent? 
 

B. How does a pill bug react to physical 
contact? 

 

C. Why do parakeets mimic voices? 
 

D. Why do earthworms move away from light? 
 
 
 

*correct answer 
 

This item would most likely be answered correctly by students who score at the 
Excellent level. The item requires students to identify which of four questions 
could be scientifically tested by a student. 

 

Option A is a question that cannot be scientifically tested by a student because 
it represents a preference. Option C cannot be scientifically tested by a student 
because there may be a variety of reasons why parakeets mimic voices. For 
option D, moving away from light is a behavioral response of an earthworm and 
why earthworms behave this way cannot be scientifically tested by a student. 

 

Option B is the correct answer. A student could design a simple experiment to 
test the question of how pill bugs react to physical contact. 
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Strand: Life Science—Interdependence of Organisms 
 

Biology GLE LS 25: Evaluate the efficiency of the flow of energy and 
matter through a food chain/pyramid. (LS-H-D2) 

Achievement Level: Excellent 
 
 
 
 

Use the food chain to answer the question. 
 
 
 

grass 

Food Chain 
 

insect frog owl hawk 
 

 
In which part of the food chain is the greatest amount of 
energy transferred? 

 
 

A. from the grass to the insect 

B. from the insect to the frog 

C. from the frog to the owl 

D. from the owl to the hawk 
 
 
 

*correct answer 
 

This item would most likely be answered correctly by students who score at 
the Excellent level. The item requires students to evaluate a food chain and 
determine where the greatest amount of energy is transferred within the food 
chain. 

 

Option B represents the transfer of energy from a primary consumer to a 
secondary consumer. Option C represents the transfer of energy from a 
secondary consumer to a tertiary consumer. Option D represents the transfer 
of energy from a tertiary consumer to a quaternary consumer. 

 

Option A is the correct answer. Since grass is a producer, option A represents 
the transfer of energy from a producer to a primary consumer. The greatest 
amount of energy is transferred at the lower trophic levels of a food chain. 
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Strand: Life Science—The Molecular Basis of Heredity 
Biology GLE LS 13: Identify possible positive and negative effects of 

advances in biotechnology. (LS-H-B4) (LS-H-B1) 
 

Achievement Level: Excellent 
 
 
 

Researchers have been working on cloning animals such as 
sheep. Which result is most likely to be a negative result of 
such cloning? 

 
 

A. development of extra organs 
 

B. premature death 
 

C. a low rate of genetic diseases 
 

D. delayed aging 
 
 
 

*correct answer 
 

This item would most likely be answered correctly by students who score at 
the Excellent level. The item requires students to identify a negative result of 
cloning. 

 

Option A represents a positive result; therapeutic cloning is a possible use of 
cloning to produce replacement organs. Option C represents a positive result 
of genetic engineering where scientists can select organisms to clone that are 
less likely to have genetic diseases. Option D represents the misconception 
that cloned organisms age slower than other organisms, but cloned organisms 
actually age faster than other organisms. 

 

Option B is the correct answer. Premature death is a negative result of cloning 
animals. 
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Strand: Life Science—Matter, Energy, and Organization in 
Living Systems 

Biology GLE LS 30: Explain the role of adenosine triphosphate (ATP) in a 
cell. (LS-H-E2) 

Achievement Level: Good 
 
 
 

Which statement describes the role of adenosine triphosphate 
(ATP) in a cell? 

 
 

A.       ATP moves materials out of a cell. 

B.       ATP transfers energy within a cell. 

C.      ATP collects wastes for a cell. 

D.      ATP controls protein synthesis in a cell. 
 
 
 

*correct answer 
 

This item would most likely be answered correctly by students who score at 
the Good level. The item requires students to identify the role of adenosine 
triphosphate (ATP) in a cell. 

 

Option A describes the role of carrier proteins and channel proteins, which 
move materials out of cells. Option C describes the role of vacuoles, which 
collect wastes for a cell. Option D describes the role of DNA and RNA, which 
control protein synthesis in a cell. 

 

Option B is the correct answer. The role of adenosine triphosphate (ATP) is to 
transfer energy within a cell. 



10 Biology EOC Released Test Items—2011  

Strand: Life Science—Systems and the Behavior of Organisms 
Biology GLE LS 33: Compare structure to function of organs in a variety 

of organisms. (LS-H-F1) 
Achievement Level: Good 

 

Use the diagram to answer the question. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

human heart  frog heart 
 
 

Key 
 

oxygenated blood 
deoxygenated blood 

 
 

The diagram shows blood flow in a human heart and in a frog 
heart. Which statement is correct? 

 
Both hearts pump blood throughout the body, 

A. but only the human heart keeps oxygenated and 
deoxygenated blood separate. 

 

Both hearts pump blood throughout the body, but 
B. only the human heart sends blood to and from the 

lungs to become oxygenated. 
 

Both hearts have chambers, but only the frog 
C. heart uses the chambers to keep oxygenated and 

deoxygenated blood separate. 
 

Both hearts have chambers, but only the human 

D. heart uses the chambers to receive oxygenated 
blood from the lungs and deoxygenated blood from 
the body. 

 

 
*correct answer 
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This item would most likely be answered correctly by students who score at the 
Good level. The item requires students to use a diagram of a human heart and 
a frog heart to determine which statement is correct. 

 

Option B states that only the human heart sends blood to the lungs, but the 
frog heart sends blood to the lungs as well. Option C represents a misreading 
of the diagram; the human heart has chambers that keep the oxygenated blood 
and deoxygenated blood separate. Option D represents the misconception 
that the human heart and frog heart are different in function; both receive 
oxygenated blood from the lungs and deoxygenated blood from the body. 

 

Option A is the correct answer. Both the human heart and frog heart pump 
blood throughout the body, but the human heart is more complex and keeps 
the oxygenated blood separate from the deoxygenated blood. 
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Strand: Life Science—Biological Evolution 
Biology GLE LS 22: Describe the role of viruses in causing diseases and 

conditions (e.g., AIDS, common colds, smallpox, 
influenza, warts) (LS-H-C7) (LS-H-G2) 

Achievement Level: Good 
 
 
 
 

How does a virus cause a person to develop a common cold? 
 
 

A.       invades the host cell to reproduce 

B.       removes energy from the host cell 

C.      produces toxins in the host cell 

D.      protects the host cell from bacteria 
 
 
 

*correct answer 
 

This item would most likely be answered correctly by students who score at 
the Good level. The item requires the student to describe how a virus causes a 
person to develop a common cold. 

 

Option B describes the effect a parasite has on the host cell. Option C 
describes the effect a bacterial infection has on a host cell. In Option D, viruses 
harm a host cell rather than protect it from other parasites. 

 

Option A is the correct answer. Viruses invade host cells, using the host cell to 
reproduce, causing a person to develop the symptoms of a common cold. 
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Strand: Life Science—Personal and Community Health 
Biology GLE LS 42: Summarize the uses of selected technological 

developments related to the prevention, diagnosis, 
and treatment of diseases or disorders. (LS-H-G5) 

Achievement Level: Good 
 
 
 
 

The body reacts to HIV in the bloodstream by producing 
antibodies. Researchers have developed blood tests to detect 
the presence of these antibodies. 

 
In which way are the blood tests useful? 

 
 

A. Treatments for HIV infections are administered using 
the blood tests. 

 
B. HIV infections are prevented using the blood tests. 

 

C. Vaccinations against HIV infections are made using 
the blood tests. 

 
D. HIV infections are diagnosed using the blood tests. 

 
 
 

*correct answer 
 

This item would most likely be answered correctly by students who score at the 
Good level. The item requires students to determine how to use the blood tests 
developed to detect the presence of HIV antibodies. 

 

Option A represents the misconception that blood tests can be used as 
treatments for HIV. Option B represents the misconception that blood tests can 
be used to prevent HIV infections. Option C represents the misconception that 
blood tests can be used as vaccinations against HIV infections. 

 

Option D is the correct answer. The blood tests can detect the presence of the 
antibodies and can be used to diagnose an HIV infection. 
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Strand: Life Science—The Cell 
Biology GLE LS 6: Analyze a diagram of a developing zygote to determine 

when cell differentiation occurs. (LS-H-A3) 
Achievement Level: Good 

 
 
 

Use the diagram to answer the question. 
 

Development of a Zygote 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
 

Between which two stages is cell differentiation occurring in 
the developing zygote? 

 
 

A. stage 1 and stage 2 
 

B. stage 3 and stage 4 
 

C. stage 4 and stage 5 
 

D. stage 6 and stage 7 
 
 
 

*correct answer 
 

This item would most likely be answered correctly by students who score at 
the Good level. The item requires students to identify where cell differentiation 
takes place in a diagram. 

 

Option A represents the initial cell division (cleavage), which takes place 
immediately after fertilization. Option B represents an embryo changing from 
a four-cell stage to an eight-cell stage, but there is still only one type of cell 
present. 

 

Option C represents the formation of the blastocoel, a fluid-filled cavity 
surrounded by many copies of the same type of cell. 

 

Option D is the correct answer. Cell differentiation occurs during gastrulation, 
which begins between stage 6 and stage 7 in the diagram. The start of 
gastrulation is marked by several processes that begin the reorganization of 
the blastula, which gives rise to the three germ layers that go on to form every 
tissue in the organism. 
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Strand: Earth Science 
Biology GLE ES 17: Determine the relative ages of rock layers in a 

geologic profile or cross section. (ESS-H-C2) 
Achievement Level: Fair 

 
 
 

Use the diagram to answer the question. 
 
 
 
 
 

layer 1 
 
 
 

layer 2 

layer 3 

 
 

layer 4 

layer X 

 
 
 

rock section  one  rock section  two 
 
 

The diagram shows the fossils in two different sections of 
rock found on opposite sides of a canyon. Which layer in rock 
section one is approximately the same age as layer X in rock 
section two? 

 
 

A. layer 1 
 

B. layer 2 
 

C. layer 3 
 

D. layer 4 
 
 

*correct answer 
 

This item would most likely be answered correctly by students who score at the 
Fair level. The item requires students to find a rock layer with approximately 
the same age as a given layer. 

 

Option A refers to layer 1, which contains no fossils of the type seen in layer 
X. Option B refers to layer 2 in which one of the fossils is the same type as the 
fossils found in layer X. Option D refers to layer 4 in which one of the fossils is 
the same type as the fossils found in layer X. 
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Option C is the correct answer because Layer 3 contains both of the same type 
of fossils as layer X. Layer 3 is most likely the same age as layer X. 
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In
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e 

Strand: Science as Inquiry 
Biology GLE SI 9: Write and defend a conclusion based on logical 

analysis of experimental data. (SI-H-A2) (SI-H-A6) 
Achievement Level: Fair 

 
 
 
 

Use the bar graph to answer the question. 
 
 
 
 

600 
500 
400 
300 
200 
100 

0 

Female Breast Cancer Incidence* 
by Age, 1994–1998 

 
 

Age Group 
 

* Incidence means the number of cases per 100,000 population. 
 
 

Which conclusion is best supported by the data? 
 
 

A. The incidence of breast cancer increases with a 
woman’s age and peaks at ages 75–79. 

 
B. No one over 85 years old gets breast cancer. 

 
C. Only women get breast cancer. 

 

D. No one under 25 years old needs to be screened for 
breast cancer. 

 
 
 

*correct answer 
 

This item would most likely be answered correctly by students who score at the 
Fair level. The item requires students to determine which conclusion is best 
supported by the data in the bar graph. 

 

Option B represents a misreading of the graph; it is not logical to interpret that 
no one over the age of 85 gets breast cancer when the data show that there are 
incidents of breast cancer for women 85+. Option C represents the incorrect 
conclusion that because the bar graph does not include data for breast cancer 
in men that men do not get breast cancer. Option D represents the incorrect 
conclusion that no one under the age of 25 needs to be screened for breast 
cancer; the scale is in incidence per 100,000 cases and does not eliminate the 
possibility of getting breast cancer before age 25. 



18 Biology EOC Released Test Items—2011  

Option A is the correct answer. A correct conclusion that can be drawn from 
the bar graph is that breast cancer incidence increases with age in women, and 
peaks at ages 75-79. 
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Constructed-Response Item 
 
 
This section presents a constructed-response item, information used to score 
the constructed-response item, and examples of student responses that 
received scores of 2, 1, and 0. This section also includes the Biology Typing 
Help (page 25), an online tool that describes how to enter special characters, 
symbols, and formatting into typed responses. 

 
Constructed-Response Example 

 
Strand: Life Science—Biological Evolution 
Biology GLE LS 14: Analyze evidence on biological evolution, utilizing 

descriptions of existing investigations, computer 
models, and fossil records. (LS-H-C1) 

Achievement Level: Good 
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Use the picture to answer the question. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

walking  stick (unstriped) 
 
 

Scientists observe insects called walking sticks living in the California 
mountains. The insects look like the plants on which they live. 

 
The walking stick population has two patterns: 

 
• Some have striped patterns on their bodies and are usually found on 

striped chamise plants. 
 

• Some have no stripes and are usually found on unstriped lilac 
plants. 

 

Describe how the theory of evolution is supported by the walking stick 
population, and predict how the walking stick population would change 
over time if the lilac population was rapidly reduced by a virus. 

 
 
 
 

(student enters response in text box) 
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Scoring Information 
 
Exemplary Response 

 

Walking sticks that are camouflaged/adapted to a particular plant species are 
more likely to avoid predators and successfully reproduce than walking sticks 
without the benefit of camouflage, per natural selection. Since there are two 
types of plants, the walking stick population is adapting to take advantage of 
both niches. 

 

If the lilac population decreases, so will the available habitat for unstriped 
walking sticks. Therefore, the number of unstriped walking sticks would 
decrease. 
Points Assigned 

 

• One point for correctly describing how the theory of evolution is 
supported by the walking stick population. 

• One point for correctly predicting how the walking stick population would 
change over time if the lilac population was rapidly reduced by a virus. 

 
Scoring Rubric 

 
 

Score 
 

Description 
 
 
 

2 

The student correctly describes how the theory of evolution is 
supported by the walking stick population and correctly 
predicts how the walking stick population would change over 
time if the lilac population were rapidly reduced by a virus. 
There are no errors. 

 
 
 

1 

The student correctly describes how the theory of evolution is 
supported by the walking stick population or correctly 
predicts how the walking stick population would change over 
time if the lilac population were rapidly reduced by a virus. 
There may be one or more errors. 

 
0 The student’s response is incorrect, irrelevant, or too brief to 

evaluate. Student fails to respond. 
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Example Student Responses 
 
Score Point 2 

 

The following actual student responses show the work of three students who 
received a score of 2 for their responses. A score of 2 is given when a student 
completes all required components of the task and communicates his or her 
ideas effectively. The response should demonstrate in-depth understanding 
of the content objectives, and all required components of the task should be 
complete. As per the rubric, there can be no errors in the responses. 

 

 
Student 1 

 
The theory of evolution is supported by the walking stick population because they 
have used their different traits to adapt to different plants in different areas. For ex- 
ample, if a walking stick lived in an area where there were only striped lilac plants 
and it had no stripes, then it would die because it would be easily hunted down by a 
predator. Another striped walking stick living in the same area would continue to live 
because it would most likely avoid being hunted for long enough so that it could suc- 
cessfully reproduce and create more striped walking sticks. Therefore the area will 
eventually be populated with only striped walking sticks which would support Darwin’s 
theory that animals adapt to their surroundings over many generations 

 
If the lilac population were destroyed by a virus, then the walking sticks that looked 
most like the other plants in the area would survive and reproduce instead of being 
hunted down and the new generations of walking sticks would resemble that plant 
and continue to survive for generations to come by resembling that plant as long as 
that plant exists in the environment. 

 
This student response is correct and well-reasoned. The first paragraph of the 
response gives a complete and accurate description of how the theory of 
evolution is supported by the walking stick population. The second paragraph 
correctly predicts a decrease in the population of unstriped walking sticks if 
the lilac population were to be rapidly decreased by a virus. 

 
 

Student 2 
 

The walking stick supports the theory of evolution because, over time each species 
of walking stick adapted to be more fit to survive in their environment. Other species 
of walking sticks were weeded out by natural selection because they were unable 
to adapt to changing environmental conditons. If the lilac population were to be af- 
fected by a virus and decrease, the walking stick without the stripes would become 
the minority species because they will be more easily spotted by predators. Over time 
natural selection will favor the species with stripes and extract the species without. 

 

 
This response receives full credit. The response describes how the walking stick 
population is more fit to survive in its environment by adapting to changing 



23 Biology EOC Released Test Items—2011  

conditions, which provides supporting evidence for the theory of evolution. The 
response also correctly predicts that natural selection will favor the walking 
sticks with stripes if the lilac population decreases. 

 

Student 3 
 

The theory of evolution is supported by the walking stick population because the 
striped walking sticks live on striped chamise plants and are able to camoflauge from 
predators so they can survive and reproduce, as well as the non striped walking stick 
population that live on unstriped lilac plants. If the lilac population was rapidly reduced 
by a virus then the non striped walking stick population would decrease and possibly 
go extinct because they would not be able to survive and reproduce. 

 
This response is both complete and accurate. The response earns the first point 
for describing how camouflaged walking sticks can hide from predators, 
survive, and reproduce; this is how the walking stick population supports the 
theory of evolution. The second point is earned by correctly predicting that the 
non-striped walking stick population would decrease if there were a decrease in 
the lilac population. 

 
 
Score Point 1 

 

The following examples show the work of three students who received a score of 
1 for their responses. A score of 1 is given when a student correctly addresses 
some but not all aspects of the item or demonstrates at least minimal 
understanding of the key concepts. As per the rubric, the responses can 
contain one or more errors. 

 

 
Student 1 

 
The theory of evolution is supported by the walking stick population by showing that 
species tend to go with their environment and habitats. On striped chamise plants, 
you will find striped walking sticks. Which is their way of camoflauge to hide from 
predators. Also, on unstriped lilac plants you will find unstriped walking sticks, which 
blends in with the unstriped lilac plant. 

 
This student response correctly describes how the theory of evolution is 
supported by the walking stick population by using camouflage to hide 
from predators. However, the response fails to predict how the walking stick 
population would change if the lilac population was rapidly reduced by a virus. 

 
Student 2 

 
The walking stick could have evolved from an ancestor that was closely related to a 
plant or that resembled a common plant of that era. If the lilac population was to be 
reduced by a virus, the population of walking sticks without stripes would greatly 
decrease. 



24 Biology EOC Released Test Items—2011  

This response mistakenly states that the walking stick evolved from an 
ancestor that was closely related to a plant. The response receives one point for 
correctly predicting that the population of walking sticks without stripes would 
decrease if the lilac population decreases. 

 
 

Student 3 
 

The theory of evolution is supported by the walking stick population because the 
walking stick been around for a long time but has been changing over time. The 
walking stick population would change over time if the lilac population was rapidly 
reduced by a virus by the walking stick would have more stripes patterns than no 
stripes. 

 
The response does not clearly describe how the theory of evolution is supported 
by the walking stick population. The response receives one point for correctly 
predicting that there would be more walking sticks with stripes than walking 
sticks without stripes if the lilac population rapidly reduced. 

 
Score Point 0 

 

The following examples show the work of two students who received a score 
of 0 for their responses. A score of 0 is given when a student response is 
incorrect, irrelevant, or too brief to evaluate. 

 

 
Student 1 

 
It’s supported by the way the walking stick looks. 

 
The chamise population would mix in with the lilac population and they would form 
another population. 

 

 
This student response does not clearly describe how the walking stick 
population supports the theory of evolution. The response mistakenly states 
that the walking stick populations would mix. 

 
 

Student 2 
 

The walking stick would most likely adapt to another plant changing its outside 
features and habits making another branch of walking stick breeds 

 

 
This response incorrectly describes that the adaptions would occur quickly, 
when the process takes many generations. The response fails to make a 
prediction about how the walking stick population would change if a virus 
rapidly reduced the lilac population. 



25 Biology EOC Released Test Items—2011  

Biology EOC Typing Help 
 

On the constructed-response portion of the Biology EOC test, students may 
need to use the following keystrokes to enter special symbols within their 
responses. The table below shows the shortcuts that students will have 
available for their use during the Biology EOC test. 

 
 

Keystrokes for Special Symbols 
 

1. If the Response 
Includes: 

2. Type this Instead: 3. Example: 

Na+ 

superscript 
^ 

“caret” symbol (SHIFT + 6) 
Na^+ 

H O 
2 

subscript 
2 

number 
H2O 

20°C 
degree symbol 

degree 
the word “degree” 

20 degrees C 

Bb × Bb 
cross 

x 
space, letter x, space 

Bb x Bb 

 
reaction arrow 

-> 
dash, followed by greater 

than sign 

Na + Cl -> NaCl 

← 
reversible reaction arrows 

<=> 
less than sign, followed by 
equals sign, followed by 

greater than sign 

H + I <=> HI 
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